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President’s Corner 會長的話 

New Urban Design Challenges 

 

The planet’s urban population has quadrupled from the mid-twentieth century, and this trend is 

accelerating as urbanism comes in many forms and scales.  The urban design challenge, along with 

basic conservation technologies, is to match new development with a low-carbon future.  This is, in all 

probability, our most cost-effective option in combating climate change.  Wide ranging planning, 

economic, social and environmental challenges cannot be resolved individually, and we are in need of 

a vision for our urban future that generates an appropriate design philosophy and development 

paradigm. 

 

Two different aspects of this have been raised in Hong Kong over the past month.  One raises a strong 

question with regard to strategic use of land resources; the other involves a welcome initiative that 

comes at exactly the right time in the planning process. 

 

First Roger Nissim, an ex-Government land agent and adjunct professor in the department of real 

estate and construction at HKU, gave a talk at the March Project Chambers Luncheon, addressing the 

issue of development land in Hong Kong – a very precious resource.  He brings out several pertinent 

points. 

 

In terms of population growth, Hong Kong’s population increased by around 36,400 persons per 

annum between 2001 and 2011, while growth since then has averaged 63,000 persons per annum.  

This is well below the mass migration years of 1971-81 when population rose at almost twice this rate.  

The present Long Term Housing Strategy has a target of providing 460,000 new flats by 2025/26, 

although average household sizes are falling to around 2.8 persons per dwelling unit.  If these are 

multiplied together it provides for a population growth of 128,000 persons per annum – twice the 

current growth figure.  The current Housing Strategy is therefore predicated on a total population of 

8.6 million by 2025 while Census and Statistics predicts a more modest 7.8 million.  At the same time, 

taking into account an overall vacancy rate of 4 percent, private sector housing shows a close 



correlation between supply and demand.  What is really needed is a meaningful approach to 

affordability to extend home ownership to first time buyers.  While there are likely to be further market 

corrections, it seems clear that the population yardstick for housing production should be 7.8 million 

with a commensurate lower requirement for land supply.  It is vital that Hong Kong’s evolving 

development structure is in sync with our actual needs, including changing demographics, with green 

solutions that involve both technology and design. 

 

The second initiative is the Energising Kowloon East Office (EKEO) initiative to introduce a pilot 

scheme for facilitating provision of pedestrian links by the private sector, mentioned in the 2016 Policy 

Address.  This accords with a public expectation for enhancing walkability – a key aspect of liveable 

cities.  The proposal for enhancing walkability encourages people to walk more, and acts to reduce 

vehicular traffic while promoting a greener, healthier, safer and more sustainable low carbon 

community.  As part of this initiative EKEO has been exploring the establishment of a comprehensive 

pedestrian network that would connect major transport nodes, public open spaces, commercial 

developments and other nodal attractions.  The proposal to generate incentives for private developers 

to participate from the outset according to a planned pedestrian framework can achieve a “win-win” 

situation that could be extended to other districts.  It is intended the EKEO would take up a 

coordination role to facilitate discussions among relevant Bureaux/Departments, and collaborate with 

Planning Department to incorporate the pedestrian connective system into the Outline Development 

Plan.  This can only be applauded. 

 

Peter Cookson Smith 

President  

March, 2016 

 

Recent Events and Meetings / 近期活動及會議 

 Public Talks on BEAM Plus Existing Buildings (EB) v2.0 

 

The Hong Kong Green Building Council Limited (HKGBC) and BEAM Society Limited (BSL) invited 

HKIUD Members to the Public Talks on BEAM Plus Existing Buildings (EB) v2.0 on 1 March 2016 

(Eng) and 8 March 2016 (Chi). 

 



 Briefing sessions on Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (BSAP) for Hong Kong 

 

The Civil Engineering and Development Department and Engineering/ Conservation Consultant Team 

organised an Informal Discussion Session on Reassembly of Queen’s Pier with HKIUD Council and 

PAC Members on 3 March 2016. 

 

 Briefing sessions on Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (BSAP) for Hong Kong 

 

Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department would like to invite HKIUD Members to provide 

comments on the public consultation document entitled "Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (BSAP) 

for Hong Kong". Two briefing session for professional bodies and commercial sectors had been 

organized on 11 March 2016 and 18 March 2016.  

For more information at the BSAP website (http://www.afcd.gov.hk/bsap). 

 

 
Joint-Institute Focus Group Meeting on Planning and Engineering Study for Housing 

Sites in Yuen Long South 

 
The Civil Engineering and Development Department and the Planning Department invited HKIUD 

Members to a Joint-Institute Focus Group Meeting on the Planning and Engineering Study for Housing 

http://www.afcd.gov.hk/bsap


Sites in Yuen Long South - Investigation Stage 3 Community Engagement on 17 March 2016.  

For more information, please visit the Study website at http://www.yuenlongsouth.hk 

 

 
CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION & CREATING A RESILIENT HONG KONG - 21 MARCH 

2016, YMCA, TST 

 

Chu Hai College of Higher Education hosted a one day conference on CLIMATE CHANGE 

ADAPTATION & CREATING A RESILIENT HONG KONG on the 21 March 2016 at the YMCA, Tsim 

Sha Tsui.  

More 

 

 Lantau Development - Focus Group Meeting for Professional Institutions 

 

Lantau Development Advisory Committee invited HKIUD members to the Focus Group Meeting for 

Professional Institutions on Lantau Development on 30 March 2016.  

For more details, please refer to the LanDAC website at www.LanDAC.hk soon. 

http://www.yuenlongsouth.hk/
http://news.chuhai.hk/?p=7784&lang=tw


 

 
HKIUD Meetings Calendar (March) 

三月會議 

 

Date Time Meetings Venue 

 

15/3 (Tue) 

 

6:30 pm Council Meeting Immediate Past President’s 

Office 

16/3 (Wed) 6:30 pm PAC Meeting Vice President’s Office 

 

 

 Upcoming Events and Meetings / 活動及會議預告  

 HKIUD Urban Design Conference 2016 : Betterment of the City 

 

HKIUD Urban Design Conference 2016 

Betterment of the City 

Date: 

Time: 

Venue:  

               

Registration fee:  

CPD Hours:  

22 April 2016 (Friday) 

9:00am - 5:30pm (registration time: 8:30am) 

The Hong Kong Jockey Club 

Voting Members Box, 5/F Members Stand I, Happy 

Valley Racecourse 

HK$200 (Buffet Lunch Included) 

8 hours 



  

Thank you very much for the support. Registration has been full. 

 Special offers from Tai O Heritage Hotel 

 

From now until 31 December 2016, members of Hong Kong Institute of Urban Design can enjoy an 

additional 10% discount on our promotional room rates and a special rate at HK$400 for a set dinner for 

two guests at Tai O Lookout, overlooking the charming fishing village.  

 

Interested members can make a reservation at info@taioheritagehotel.com or +852 2985 8383. 



 Hong Kong Open Space - Discussion and Revelation 香港開放空間 - 研討與啟發 

Article submitted by HKIUD: 

Hong Kong Open Space - Discussion and Revelation 香港開放空間 - 研討與啟發 

Urban Design Journal, Tsinghua University 12/2015 清華大學 「城市設計」12/2015期刊 

PDF can be download here: 

http://urbandesign.tsinghuajournals.com/EN/Y2015/V2/I2/6 

 

  

 

Farrells would like to invite HKIUD members to the following Exhibition, Forum, workshops and 

http://urbandesign.tsinghuajournals.com/EN/Y2015/V2/I2/6


Lecture. 

 

Main Exhibition 

Date: 15-30/4 

The Fringe Club, G/F, 2 Lower Albert Road, Central 

Time: 12:00 – 22:00 (Mon – Sat) 

Curator’s Tour 23, 30/4 14:00 (Sat) 

 

Satellite Exhibition 

The Peak Tower, Shop 101, Level 1 

Time: 10:00 - 23:00 (Mon – Fri) 

8:00 – 23:00 (Sat, Sun & Public Holidays) 

 

Forum: City Making in the 21st Century * 

The Fringe Club, G/F, 2 Lower Albert Road, Central 

Date: 19/4 (Tue) 18:30 – 20:30 

 

Workshops: Shaping Hong Kong * 

The Fringe Club, 1/F, 2 Lower Albert Road, Central 

16/4 (Sat) 14:00 – 16:00 



 

Lecture by Sir Terry Farrell; The City as a Tangled Bank * 

CUHK, YIA Building, Room LT 2 

7/4 (Thu) 18:00 

* RSVP is required. For Program enquiries or registration, please contact Farrells at 

urban.dialogue@farrells.com.hk or 2523 0183. 

 Hong Kong International Airport “Design Your Airport Competition” 

 
 
To engage the public in the future development of the airport, the Airport Authority launches the 
“Design Your Airport Competition”, inviting students, professionals and the general public to submit 
ideas for innovative yet practical facilities and services for the future passenger concourse. 
  
The competition is now open for submissions till 20 May 2016. 
 
You may also visit the competition website for more details. 

 Hong Kong Annual Conference 2016 

 

mailto:urban.dialogue@farrells.com.hk
http://www.designyourairport.com/


RICS Hong Kong is organizing the Annual Conference 2016 with the theme “Unlocking the silver hair 

market – our future is now ” which will be held on 20 May 2016 (Friday) for which HKIUD is a 

supporting organisation. Details are as follows: 

Date: 20 May 2016 (Friday) 

Venue: Grand Hyatt Hong Kong, 1 Harbour Road, Wanchai 

Time: 0900-1700 

More 

 

 
HKIUD Meetings Calendar (April) 

四月會議 

 

Date Time Meetings Venue 

 

6/4 (Wed) 6:30 pm COC Meeting Immediate Past President’s 

Office 

12/4 (Tue) 

 

6:30 pm Council Meeting Immediate Past President’s 

Office 

27/4 (Wed) 6:30 pm PAC Meeting Vice President’s Office 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ricshk-conference.org/index.html

