s B HmHBEBRE

Hong Kong Institute of Urban Design
" ni s N |

+H%E / October 2014

I am greatly honoured to be elected President of the Hong Kong

Institute of Urban Design for the new term.

The Annual General Meeting in September, attended by our new
Honorary Member Mrs Carrie Lam, Chief Secretary of the HKSAR
gave us some idea of how far we have come as a fledgling institute in
quite a short time. It marked the 4th anniversary of the institute, and

including students we now number around 250 members.

I must on behalf of us all pay great tribute to Bernard who has led the

HKIUD from our inauguration in a really pro-active way, and helped at
every turn to push our institute into the realm of Government Directorates and Policy Bureaux, and into
the public eye. | would also like to thank all the Council Members and office holders who have worked
so hard on our behalf over the past four years, and welcome the incoming Council who will be in place
until 2016.

We have just held our first meeting of the New Council. Our objective is to promote urban design
excellence across the professional spectrum — in practice, education and research. At the core of this
is the ability to look at urbanism through the lens of city. Cities are in fact the topic of the moment.
Already this autumn in Hong Kong we have had several conferences and symposia on Smart Cities,
Resilient Cities, Sustainable Cities and Eco-Cities. This is essentially for two overriding reasons: first
that cities in Asia are growing rapidly - in 1850 only 5 percent of people lived in cities; by 1950 this had
grown to 18 percent; but over the past 60 or so years this figure has now reached 50 percent and is still
growing. So urban design is very much in the public eye, and there is increasing concern about both

the natural and built environment.

We all know and recognise that the Asian City is in transition, from a situation where the slow stream of
influences has generated a precarious balance between flourishing but very different urban cultures,
many of them generated by Western city-building interventions from the 16th century, to a surge of

commonalities and even competitiveness through forces of globalisation. So we cannot just be



concerned with growth, but with an urban design that counters inevitable trends towards a
homogenous urbanism of high density and often disjointed image that often leaves us with spatially

undifferentiated urban quarters.

Our historically great cities usually come down to their endowment of physical capital, their hard
infrastructure of buildings and spaces coupled with the more elusive qualities of place and history. But
the modern city must look to the future and add another dimension — that of responsiveness to the
challenges of growing urbanisation, eco-awareness, urban efficiency, equitability and resilience. In
this sense Urban Design performance no longer depends purely on physical capital but on social and
knowledge capital. The Sustainable City, the Well Designed City and the Smart City are not mutually

exclusive.

The HKIUD is now represented on various Government bodies including the Harbourfront
Commission. We are at present in the middle of the final public consultation to transform the
Commission into a Harbourfront Authority — something that has been supported by the Chief Executive
in his 2013 Policy Address. Our Member and ex Vice-President Vincent Ng has been spearheading
this major step forward, which is unprecedented in its scope and ambitions. If members feel able,

please send your views to hape@hfc.org.hk before December 24th 2014.

Our Hong Kong-Barcelona Urban Exchange made up of representatives from HKIUD, HKIP and
HKGBC is in its final phase. Several of our members are visiting Barcelona as part of a large Hong
Kong delegation to the SB14 Green Building Conference in Barcelona in the Week beginning 27th
October attended by Mr Paul Chan, Secretary for Development, and at the same time we have a
Workshop on the Urban Exchange and the sites that we have been examining with our Barcelona
Counterparts, to discuss proposals for the final publication and Symposium in March 2015. We

anticipate that this might then continue under an enlarged international membership.

Finally we welcome nominations for our Committees — in particular the Membership and Education

Committee, the Public_Affairs Committee, the Young Urban-Design Professionals and the Urban

Design Research Group. If you are interested in any of these, please let Cherry Lau know at

cherry.lau@hkiud.org and the Committee Chairman will contact you. For the terms of reference for
the committees please visit our website www.hkiud.org. We would also appreciate input from anyone

for the E-Newsletter which will be issued at the end of each month.

| will end by re-stating Bernard’s Final Comment in his address two years ago — our ultimate aim is to

contribute towards building a better Hong Kong.

Peter Cookson Smith

President
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. Chinachem Sustainable Development Conference 2014
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CHINACHEM SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMEN fCONFERENCE

-t
: The Future of Sustainability
From Planning to Implementation

The Chinachem Group invited HKIUD members to the Sustainable Development Conference 2014, for
which HKIUD is a supporting organization. This Conference aims to foster discussion on a wide range
of topics pertaining to the implementation of environmentally friendly practices in development in order

to achieve a sustainable future.

. HK3030 - Market Drivers towards Sustainable Built Environment Policy Forum
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Up to 6-hour Mandatory CPD Participate in the Development of
for BEAM Pro_g8 Green Buildings in Hong Kong
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The Hong Kong Green Building Council Limited (HKGBC) invited HKIUD members to the HK3030 -

Market Drivers towards Sustainable Built Environment Policy Forum on 17 October 2014, for which

HKIUD is a supporting organization.

. Council Meeting on 20 October 2014

Council Meeting of New Term Council (2014-2016) on 20 October 2014.



View at Urban Room

Joint Institutes’ Approach

The chaotic interface between Yuen Long Town
Nullah and the surrounding busy major road
network coupled with the almost round the
clock operated MTR light rail transit system
disconnects the densely populated
neighborhood into shredding urban fabric and
redundant areas. It has been the megalithic
hurdle of creating potentially good pedestrian
- e ek environment and connectivity at street level to
Peak Road - Yuen Long to and fro between Long Ping Station and the
southern part of Yuen Long for years. These
areas of the city are unattractive to the city’s
inhabitants, pedestrians and prospective
developers. The proposed beautification of
Yuen Long Town Nullah under planning by
Drainage Services Department can provide just
the unique attribute that can serve as catalysts
for the community, politicians, government and
professionals to transform the existing divisive
infrastructures and reshape the urban
environment for  improving  pedestrian
connectivity in Yuen Long Town. This also
provides the greatest opportunity for the
architects, landscape architects, planners and
urban designers to delve deeper into the
redefinition of the Yuen Long Town Nullah
starting from its greater polyfunctioning and
polyvalence to a strategic articulation of usage,
form and space. A new urban design concept is
then brought up to create a quality green
pedestrian space with potentially vibrant retail
offers/street leisure activities to be provided
along the periphery of the nullah for public
enjoyment. This can be achieved by redefining
the city frontages and edges with the existing
pavements extending over part of the nullah for
improvement on accessibility and connectivity.
From which the current configuration of
pedestrian environment can be integrated and
remodeled through elimination of stagnant
urban spaces together with removal of street

I GREEN CORRIDOR
Create new landscape edges as  green -corridor  with
cantilevered/extended walkway (2.5m to 3m) along the periphery of
the nullah to reduce heat istand effect

DIRECT ACCESSIBILITY AT GRADE

Create crossing points at Castle Peak Road to enhance walkabifity at
street level by redefining existing spaces between major intersection of
main road and nullah

Q=)  ommETviTY ?
Enhance main pedestrian links towards Yuen Long South with sheltered
walkway of increased width )

)

SUSTAINABLE URBAN DESIGN
Preserve visual links and wind corridor along north-south axis with
transparent urban design elements

VIBRANT STREET OFFERS & ACTIVITIES
Redefine active frontages with potential vibrant retail offers at street
level {

PLACE MAKING
Feature covered walkway as new Bndmark to augment district
character but without losing surrounding transparency

>< NEW GATEWAY WITH HUMAN SCALE (URBAN ROOM)
Improve pedestrian linkage between Long Ping Station aad On Ning
Road by forming a new gateway to Yuen Long with “garden like® urban
room cum elevated walkway with human scale

~ o clutters and new layers of active pedestrian
k REVITALIZATION OF URBAN SPACE R v

Define new edges to existing urban space by avoiding corner spaces and social interaction areas are formed.

impediment

An Alternative Approach to Elevated Pedestrian Corridor in

YUEN LONG TOWN

conecting with Long Ping Station
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. Chinachem Sustainable Development Conference 2014
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. Meeting with Director of Architectural Services (4/11)

Hon. Tony Tse, Legislative Councilor organised a meeting with Director of Architectural Services on 4
November 2014. Details are as follow:

Date: 4 November 2014 (Tuesday)

Time: 6:30pm — 8:30pm

Venue: Rm 502, Legislative Council Complex, 1 Legislative Council Road, Central, Hong Kong

More


http://www.hkiht-crossstraitconference2014.com/
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Invitation to briefing sessions on proposed establishment of a Harbourfront Authority

BESE Proposed Establishment of a
sam Harbourfront Authority
i. B , ERRTSRRRR

The Harbourfront Commission and the Development Bureau have jointly launched Phase Il Public
Engagement Exercise on 25 September 2014. HKIUD members are intvited to the following briefing
session. Details of the briefing session are as follows -
Date: 7 November 2014 (Friday)
Time: 4:30pm - 6:00pm
Venue: Central Government Offices, 2 Tim Mei Avenue, Tamar (exact room to be advised)
By way of background, the Harbourfront Commission and the Development Bureau had conducted
Phase | Public Engagement Exercise from October 2013 to January 2014 to seek public views on,
among others, whether an HFA should be established. Views collected in Phase | showed that the
public in general supported to establish a dedicated Harbourfront Authority. Taking into account of
the views collected from the public, the Harbourfront Commission and the Development Bureau have
drawn up a detailed framework for the proposed Harbourfront Authority for further discussion in the
Phase Il Public Engagement Exercise. For details of the proposal, you may refer to the Phase Il
Public Engagement Digest through the following link -
http://www.hfc.org.hk/hape/doc/en/public_engagement_materials/Phasell_PE_Digest.pdf
More details on Phase Il PE can be found in our website : www.hfc.org.hk/hape

More
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. DSD International Conference 2014

Hosted by
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Drainage Services Department %

DSD International Conference 2014

Sustainable Stormwater and
Wastewater Management

12-14 November 2014
Hong Kong

Year 2014 is the 25th Anniversary of the Drainage Services Department (DSD) of the HKSAR
Government. To mark the finale of the 25th anniversary celebration activities, DSD will host the DSD
International Conference 2014 (DSDIC 2014) on 12-14 November 2014. The conference venue will
be Regal Hongkong Hotel in Causeway Bay.

The registration is now open and more information is available on www.dsdic2014.hk.

. BEC EnviroSeries Conference 2014

The Business Environment Council (“BEC”) would like to invite HKIUD members to the EnviroSeries
Conference with the theme on: Connectivity for Urban Sustainable Development: Strategies and
Solutions that will be held on 21 November 2014 at JW Marriott Hong Kong.
For the upcoming Conference in November, BEC will focus on connectivity for urban sustainable
development and the current situation and challenges in Hong Kong. BEC intend to bring together
industry experts, policy makers, business leaders, academics and researchers to review and discuss
how to provide and support the most efficient infrastructure and services for a large population with
limited space, under a range of environmental and sustainability considerations, and to identify
strategies and solutions that are beneficial to the general public and businesses.

More
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